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Cain Machines Ltd of Christchurch produced a single vending machine ;sssatiossoenes

that was set up at the main post office for a six week trial in 1964, The .JF"'M—_““ Tehcas || §

stamp was large and contained “C.P.O. CH.” (for Chief Post Office, }ij 05T 0FFIcE
ié{

Christchurch) in the bottom panel (figure 10s). Eight years later in 1972 30

Comac produced & suite of similar machines that were installed one each FosTage
in all the larger cities of New Zealand. The stamps are smaller than the ===
1964 issue but still contain “C.P.0." and & town abbreviation (figure 10b).
‘The smaller stamps are not as rare as the first version but are still difficult
to find.

i figures 11a and b over 11c and d

A strange group of meter vending machines for registered mail originated in the Soviet Union in the early
1970s. They were produced by the only native Soviet producer of postage melers which is usually referred to as
the “Perm” company because little is known about it other than the town where it was located. The Perm factory
produced much of the Soviet Union’s stamp canceling machines and postage meters, In addition to within the
USSR (figure 11a} Perm self-service registered mail machines were installed in Bulgaria (figure 11b), Hungary

(11¢) and  Czechoslovakia (11d). It is possible
units were also set up in other = Iron Curtain countries
like Eest Germany and PRAHA 8 Romania. The stamps
are rare and are impossible to find other than as
collector-generated covers and 00397 proofs.  Surptisingly
the Soviet Union stamp is the rarest of the lot, known

unaddressed  cover.
Hungary stamp at 1lc
figurs 12 | from the actual stamp

10 us by only a single proof on
(Note: the ik jon of the
is the receipt which differs
by the presence of text across

Shortly before the Perm machine was installed in Czechoslovakia, a similar device, manufactured locally,
was introduced at a post office in Prague and used also for registered mail (figure 12). During its short nun in
1973 only 528 pieces of mail were franked, and of these perhaps about 25 exist in collectors” hands today.’

4 Dmihsm from the printed text on & first day cover
* 4 Short Outline of the History and Types of Postage Meter Stamps of Csechoslovakia, Bovika and Leis, privately pub-
lished paper, date unknown
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You may think the stamps just described are obscure, but wait
till you read about the next few puppies. In 1996 India’s Kilbum
company modified one of their Model K999 machines for use as a
coin-operated, public vending machine (figure 13). The meter was
in service for one month only (April) and decommissioned because
of technical problems. The frank is identical to those of commercial
Kilburn meters of the time and can be identified by the dateless

= town mark which reads “PARLIAMENT STREET H.0.100011" at
[ figure 13 | the botom.

A small com-
pany in Japan, Kokuto Koki Kogyo, prepared two machines that
were trialed publically in 1970 and 1972 (figure 14). Beyond re-
alizing the stamps are very rare we know nothing about the tests
or the machines because the only documentation we could find is
written in Japanese. We welcome help from any of our Japanese
members. In 1975 the larger Matsushita Electric Corporation
produced a fleet of meter stamp vending machines which re-
mained in use for several years. The stamps are not rare.

Many years before the “Perm” self-service registration ma-
chines were fielded, a coin-operated self-service meter was dem-
onstrated at the “Automatic Post Office” in the Exhibition of So-
cialist Communications in Moscow in 1933. A single cover,
‘mailed locally within Moscow, is all that we know of today (see
front caver of Bullerin).

In addition to the Perm registration machine used in Bul-
garia, we have proof that an earlier self-service meter was used
in Sofia. To quote from the Meter Postage Stamp Catalogue by
8.D. Barfoot and Wemer Simon, “At least one coin-freed Post
Office meter machine, for public use, is known 1o have been
used in Sofia about 1938, value impressed ~ 2 leva.” Mr. Barfoot's philatelic estate came on the market several
years ago, and among his papers was a handwritten note with a diagram of the machine that produced this 2
leva stamp (schematic reproduction at figure 15). This is all we have; no stamp or cover known.

A more recent invention is the “SmartMail” system installed by the Midland Bank at Loughborough Uni-
versity in Britain (figure 16). It was a debit card-operated Pitney Bowes meter located in the entrance hall of the
Student Union building. It was first installed as a countertop device in June, 1989 but was replace by a more
secure version locked in a kiosk in October (more secure against beer spills and such according to an observer).
The trial lasted only until the end of August, 1990, a total of fourteen months. We know of the machine only
because the son of a stamp collector attended the University at the time and wrote his father about it knowing he
would be interested. The few covers franked with the stamp that exist today are due to this young man posting
mail to his father. The frank is identi-

EEHERE NIPPON

cal to those of any Pimey Bowes 6900 SMART MAIL TRIA
seties meter of the time and can be PURCHASED USING A
identified by the town mark which LD B
reads LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVER- o oo
SITY, the fact that it was printed in AL APPACYED BY
green ink, and the “SMART MAIL THE RO WM.
TRIAL” slogan.”

PO i SRS figure 16 ]
* Indian Pastal Meter Markings, Dr. Ranjit Singn Ganahi, AICAM, 1499, page 113
? Information derived from private correspondence and a Midland Bank brochure obtained by the referenced stamp
collector and his son
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Bulgaria P.O. Slot machine 1939,

And now one of my favorites: Some time ago | came into
ion of a cover i with two different meter
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stamp impressions (figure 17). The bottom stamp, in purple, is
a standard specimen of a Pitney Bowes Model H meter of the
early 1930s except for its highly unusual single circle town
mark that reads “DROFMATS NNOC™ (“STAMFORD
CONN." backwards). A handwritten note says “flat [bed]
press, single rubber platen”. Imteresting and worthy of re-
search, but that's only potatoes compared to the meaty British
stamp at the top. Applied in red, it is of @ common design in
use from 1937 to 1953 but differs in the meter number “PP1"
and the single circle town mark with year date at bottom and
time of day at right. No other British meter stamps have these
features. The handwritten note for this stamp reads “British
Pillar-Post Machine]” which implies that the stamp came
from a self-service meter operating at a public site sometime in
1939. Since ] acquired this cover I have shown it to meter
stamp experts in Britain, but they were as stumped as 1 am.

figure 18

Other rare and unusual, public, self-service meter stamp vending machines have been used. Among them
are the “Zipster”, ASM Services’ “Automated Shipping Machine”, Washington, DC's National Postal Museum
posteard frankers, and the “Postcard Express” located in the Mall of America, Minnesota. All these are de-
scribed in the Hawkins-Stambaugh United States Postage Meter Stamp Catalog, 2001 Update. Records exist of

trials of several public, coin-operated machines

from 1903 to 1906 in Australia but no stamps or covers are

known to exist from these tests.* We have a tantalizing memory of a cover from Romania or other eastern Euro-
‘pean country franked with a meter stamp that has the signs of vending machine origin, but the cover is now lost.

Iam certain other self-service meter trials took place and covers so franked exist. Perhaps you will be the first
1w discover one of them. Good luck!

* The History of the Franking Mackine in Ausiralia, Volume I, Richard C. Peck, privately printed, 1977




