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for passersby, such proffered envelopes
might have served to reduce the number of
atiempted mailings of letters larger or
smaller than the machine’s tolerances.
Although the di Brazza machines auto-
mated the franking and deposit of mail and
enabled such service 24 hours a day, postal
clerks still had to cancel it and, for a time at
least, apply an additional handstamp. The
machines probably did not reduce Post Of-
fice workload, although they may have been
a convenience for the public. Much more re-
search is needed into the di Brazza story.
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Who was Count di Brazea, and why did he
decide to invent an automatic postage-
stamping machine? How may tests and
when were they? How many di Brazza ma-
chines were there altogether? Why did the
experiment end in rejection: were they un-
reliable; were they ignored by the public?
Let us hope other covers and contemporary
references remain to be found that will help
answer these and other questions about this
fascinating and important first chapter in
the history of postage meters. =1

Illustration from the July 28, 1896 patent
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