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Topical Meter Stamps
Arthur H. Groten

Welcome to my new column, dedicated to
exploring the world of topical meter stamps.
Many of you are aware of them and include
them in your topical/thematic collections. For
you, this column offers an opportunity not
only to gain new information but also to share
your own discoveries. For those of you who
are; as yet, unfamiliar with them, this affords
the chance to add an exciting new dimension
to your collection.

First, a few basics. A meter stamp is print-
ed by a postage meter and is the legal equiva-
lent of an adhesive postage stamp. The post-
mark advertisement is located to the left of the
town mark on U.S. meter stamps; in some for-
eign countries it may be in other locations.
Postmark advertisements can be either slogans
(words only) or pictorial. They are imprinted
at the same time as the topical indicia and are,
thus, -an integral part of the meter stamp.
Topical/thematic exhibitors are aware of this
and include them in their displays.

For simplicity, 1 will refer to both slogan
and pictorial advertisements as meter slogans,
rather than the more cumbersome postmark
advertisement.

Oftimes, the same meter slogan may occur
in more than one color or in conjunction with
several different meter stamp designs. Some
had a long life; others were used for only a
few days and are quite rare. Some. were
designed for specific. companies and - were
used on only a single machine; others were
generic, available to any meter user, and are
found on:many different machines. -

The first U.S. meter- slogan advertisement
was used in Stanford, Connecticut, with the
earliest recorded date of April 10, 1929. The
first U.S. pictorial slogan is the famous NRA
symbol used in the- 1930s to -promote
Roosevelt’s National Recovery Administra-
tion. A few other very early meter slogans are
shown.
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1 envision this column as a forum. My next

column will deal with the literature of topical

meter stamps. I am aware of much of the U.S.

literature but less so of the overseas publica-

tions. I invite. members to write to me with
appropriate - information ‘on handbooks - and
catalogs for inclusion in this column. T suspect
that there are many such publications among
the various specialties. I°d like to bring-that
information - together for the benefit of the
ATA membership.®

Arthur H. Groten M.D. is a practicing
radiologist. He has exhibited both nation-
ally and internationally and: has written
extensively on various aspects of philately
for the past 20 years. He invites correspon-
dence at P.O. Box 30, Fishkill, N.Y.
12524.

When Answering Ads, Please Say
“| Saw Your Ad In Topical Time."
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Topical Meter Stamps
Arthur H. Groten

As promised in my last column, this col-
umn will deal with source material of interest
to topical  and thematic collectors and
exhibitors. I will illustrate it with meter slo-
gans having to do with meter stamps.

The literature concerning meter stamps can
be divided into two main categories: cata-
logues or listings of meter stamps as stamps
and listings of meter slogans, either general or
specific.

Catalogues and listings are of considerable
intrest to - topical/thematic collectors-because
the same slogan may appear with more than
one meter stamp and, thus, are collectable and
exhibitable as two (or more) separate exam-
ples. In addition, they provide the philatelic
information required for exhibitors to satisfy
the need for demonstrating philatelic knowl-
edge. For these reasons, I present the follow-
ing (no doubt incomplete and comments/addi-
tions are sought), arranged by country.

United States

United = States Postage Meter Stamp
Catalog by Joel A. Hawkins and Richard
Stambaugh, self-published in 1994, the few
remaining copies currently - available from
James Lee. This is a comprehensive listing of
all U.S: meter stamps, including officials, rev-
enue, and military stamps. It also has a listing
of United Nations meter stamps. It replaces
the outdated Wemer Simon/David P. Walsh
catalog of*1976.

There are other, earlier listings, principally
R. H.:-Harsh, How to Collect Postage Meter
Stamps (1963). Private listings were made ‘in
the early years, particularly of the Flying
Eagles. Doug Kelsey has listed the known
users ‘of NCR meter stamps, available from
Meter - Stamp - Society ($1.50). Edwin S.
Lapham and Ernest J. Roscoe prepared a cata-
log of -Mailomats in 1982, with a revision in
1989. It was completely revised, with inclu-
sion of the slogans, by Doug Kelsey in 1997,
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published by Meter Stamp Society ($7.50).
For further philatelic details, see Doug
Kelsey’s United States Meter Stamps: First
Days and Earliest Known Usages (1996),
published by AFDCS ($6).

Another important primary source is the
US.P.O.D. Postal Laws and Regulations,
which over the years spelled out details for the
use of meter stamps.

Part of the philatelic information pertinent
to any cover is the rate paid. We are indeed
fortunate to have had two invaluable books on
U.S. rates published recently, both authored
by Anthony S. Wawrukiewicz and Henry W.
Beecher: U.S. Domestic Postal Rates, 1872-
1993 and U.S. International Postal Rates,
1872-1996, both available from a number of
suppliers.

Secondary sources abound, particularly in
the late 1930s to the 1950s. An organization
called Meter Slogan Associates published a
bulletin from 1938 to 1944 (a run is in the
APRL). John Coulthard, a designer of slo-
gans, wrote a column for the  weekly
Chambers Stamp Journal from 1938 into the
mid-1940s. Homer Hemeway had a column in
Linn’s for seven years starting 1975, before
that in Stamps. Walter Swan wrote for.the SPA
Journal - in the late 1950s.  Joseph
Whitebourgh published Philometer
Compendium in 1964. Most of these are of
historical interest only.

Looking at slogan literature, the earliest
listing (and that is all it is) was made in 1939
by Walter M. Swan. There was some mention
of slogans off and on throughout the interven-
ing years but it wasn’t until Doug Kelsey’s
Pictorial Meter Stamps of the United States
was published by Meter Stamp Associates in
1993 ($20) that another attempt was made.
This book lists about 1,600 pictorial slogans
arranged by topic, representing ‘only a small
percentage of those that exist but designed to
give newcomers: an overview of. the field.
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Kelsey followed this with a specialized listing
of Ohio” slogans  (available from the Ohio
Postal History Society) and another for offi-
cial event covers of Pitney Bowes (specially
produced for the MSS convention in 1995).
These latter two give an idea of what might be
done by other students. Indeed, Joe Ward has
released The U.S. TB Slogan Meter Catalog.

More information can be obtained on their
website: http://members.aol.com/msslibarch

Foreign

Catalogs on foreign meter stamps have
been prepared for the following . countries:
Australia, Austria, Canada, China, East Africa
Postal Area, France, Germany, Great Britain,
Greenland, Israel, Italy, Mexico, Poland, San
Marino, Sweden, Switzerland, and Vatican
City. Bach of these will afford good philatelic
information.. A full listing can be found on the
MSS website and readers are referred there in
the interest of space here. There is no compre-
hensive world-wide meter catalog to replace
the long out-dated Barefoot/Simon but work is
about 65 percent complete on a new.one
which, it is hoped, will be ready in 2001.

The last few lines of this column will com-
ment on specific topics. This is meant to sug-
gest what can be done and provoke those who
have been thinking about it to publish (or the
knowledge will perish!). It is far from com-
prehensive and anyone wishing to mention
any other lists/catalogs need only write to me
and [ will include them in a future column.. In
1975, the Astro Study Unit published a listing
of cancellations, including meter slogans, per-
taining to Copernicus. SPI, in 1985, published
a list of 1984 Los Angeles Olympic slogans. |
understand that a comprehensive list of
Olympic meter slogans is in the works as well
as one for Native Americans. The
Mathematics group self-published a short list-
ing, including a few meter slogans. An exten-
sive catalog of Veterinary cancels and meter
slogans was released in 1996 by Drs. Gysin
and Locke; it is a wonderful compendium and
should act as a guide to those seeking similar
work. Perhaps the most sophisticated meter
society in the world is AICAM in ltaly: their
recent exhibition catalog is a useful listing of
flora and fuana, the theme of the show.

On this 50th Anniversary of the ATA, it is
fitting that meter stamps shoutd finally be rec-
ognized for their philatelic and topical signif-
icance through the initiation of this.column.®
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Thematic Publications On Meters

The following publications have been
reviewed in the Topical Time “Publication
Reviews” column. Readers can find the
source and cost of each publication in the
appropriate issue of Topical Time which is
identified by Whole Number.

Automobile Manufacturers: Catalog
of Meters: Nino Barberis, AICAM, Italy,
Whole #282.

Cacti  and Other = Succulents
Thematic Catalogue: Hans Daamen,
Netherlands, Whole #266.

Dog Postmarks [and Meters]
Checklist: Anton Reuvers, Netherlands,
Whole #260.

Flora and Fauna on Meters: Nino
Barberis, AICAM, Italy, Whole #291.

Medicine and Red Cross
Cancellations [and Meters]: Peter Gysin,
Switzerland, Whole #271.

Ophthalmology - Optics - Blindness
Cancellations [and Meters]: Peter Gysin,
Switzerland, Whole #276.

Pharmacy Cancellations [and
Meters]: Peter Gysin, Switzerland, Whole
#288.

Railroad Postage Meter Slogans:
Howard Lucas, U.S.A., Whoie #267.

Roses on Meter Stamps: World
Catalog: Nino Barberis, AICAM, laly,
Whole #290.

Veterinary - Science Cancellations
[and Meters): Peter Gysin, Switzerland,
Whole #279.

In addition, readers will find regular
reviews in the “Publication Reviews” col-
umn of the monthly AICAM News which is
published by the Italian Association of
Meter Stamp Collectors.

Arthur H. Groten M.D. is a practicing
radiologist. He has exhibited both nation-
ally and internationally and has written
extensively on various aspects of philately
for the past 20 years. He invites correspon-
dence at P.O. Box 30, Fishkill, N.Y.
12524.
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Topical Meter Stamps
Arthur H. Groten

In my first column, 1 very briefly referred
to the components of a meter stamp and why
they fulfill the criteria for inclusion in topi-
cal/thematic collections and exhibits. Those
basic comments left much unsaid. 1 will say
more in this column, enough so that I should
not have to do so at length again.

The last issue dealt with the literature of
meter slogans and I referred to the Hawkins-
Stambaugh United States Postage Meter
Stamp Catalog. That reference is invaluable to
the serious meter philatelist and, by extension,
to the topicalist. It lists the 14 basic meter
stamp designs, called Groups, three of which
are not known with slogans. Within those
Groups, there are any number of Types,
dependent on design variations, particularly in
the spacing between the town mark and the
indicium, in the size of the indicium or the
specification of the meter number. These dif-
ferences are integral to particular machine
models and are well defined in the catalogue.
Each meter stamp is required, as: part of 'its
design, to include its machine number and, for
the most part, the machine numbers are con-
secutive (each group of numbers forming its
Type), reflecting the consistency of the design
variations as a function of machine model.

These  machine - differences allow much
broader collecting possibilities than merely a
one-of-each design. Meter stamps may differ
from each other much as any adhesive postage
stamp may; think of all the Scot listings for
the 1912-20 2¢ Washington.

The three Sinclair dinosaur slogans shewn
are examples of different meter Types.
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Meter 55098 is type DF5.
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PB Meter 56313 is type DF6 (specifying
Pitney Bowes as the manufacturer).

There are other meter numbers bearing this
slogan within these types and some are known
in more than one color.

There is a corollary to this wherein the
same design is used with different meter
Groups. The three Santa Claus slogans are
from Group D (Keamy), Group G (Boston)
and Group H (Lancaster). These come in a
variety of colors and Types as well.
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A word about color. The most common
color for a meter slogan is red, followed by
purple, blue, green, and black. Other colors,
such as orange, yellow, or lilac are quite
uncommon. Some special meters stamps are
known bicolored, especially a few for
Christmas in red and green. Some that appear
to be bicolored are probably due to poor
cleaning of the machine between uses and can
be distinguished by the lack of sharp delin-
eation between the colors.

Meter stamps are most often printed direct-
ly onto the envelope. Some machines have

e

o !

uo:o:zlu
RS







