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Topical Meter Stamps
Arthur H. Groten

Welcome to my new column, dedicated to
exploring the world of topical meter stamps.
Many of you are aware of them and include
them in your topical/thematic collections. For
you, this column offers an opportunity not
only to gain new information but also to share
your own discoveries. For those of you who
are; as yet, unfamiliar with them, this affords
the chance to add an exciting new dimension
to your collection.

First, a few basics. A meter stamp is print-
ed by a postage meter and is the legal equiva-
lent of an adhesive postage stamp. The post-
mark advertisement is located to the left of the
town mark on U.S. meter stamps; in some for-
eign countries it may be in other locations.
Postmark advertisements can be either slogans
(words only) or pictorial. They are imprinted
at the same time as the topical indicia and are,
thus, -an integral part of the meter stamp.
Topical/thematic exhibitors are aware of this
and include them in their displays.

For simplicity, 1 will refer to both slogan
and pictorial advertisements as meter slogans,
rather than the more cumbersome postmark
advertisement.

Oftimes, the same meter slogan may occur
in more than one color or in conjunction with
several different meter stamp designs. Some
had a long life; others were used for only a
few days and are quite rare. Some. were
designed for specific. companies and - were
used on only a single machine; others were
generic, available to any meter user, and are
found on:many different machines. -

The first U.S. meter- slogan advertisement
was used in Stanford, Connecticut, with the
earliest recorded date of April 10, 1929. The
first U.S. pictorial slogan is the famous NRA
symbol used in the- 1930s to -promote
Roosevelt’s National Recovery Administra-
tion. A few other very early meter slogans are
shown.
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1 envision this column as a forum. My next

column will deal with the literature of topical

meter stamps. I am aware of much of the U.S.

literature but less so of the overseas publica-

tions. I invite. members to write to me with
appropriate - information ‘on handbooks - and
catalogs for inclusion in this column. T suspect
that there are many such publications among
the various specialties. I°d like to bring-that
information - together for the benefit of the
ATA membership.®

Arthur H. Groten M.D. is a practicing
radiologist. He has exhibited both nation-
ally and internationally and: has written
extensively on various aspects of philately
for the past 20 years. He invites correspon-
dence at P.O. Box 30, Fishkill, N.Y.
12524.

When Answering Ads, Please Say
“| Saw Your Ad In Topical Time."







