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TYPE FW METERS

These meters were mannfactured by the National Postal Meter Company of
Los Angeles and San Francisco, California, which was the successor to the
Whitlock Metered Mail Company of Los Angeles. This is the reason why the
letter "W" has been used in the type designation. The office of the company
was moved to Rochester, New York, in 1940, and 1t later became & part of the
Commercial Controls Corporation of that city.

There are four maln types of indicia, as follows: (see cuts)

FWla - "METER NO.--" {5 wavy lines in center)
FWIb - "N.P. METER-" (5 wavy lines in center)
FW2 - "--N.P.M.---" (4 wavy lines in center)
FW3 - "--N.P.M.---" (5 wavy lines in center)

On the check list which follows, all numbers through 901 {and 7700} are
Type FWIa, unless preceded by "NP" (type FWIb) or by "NPM" (type FW2). All
numbers between 90L and 5000 are Type FW2, unless preceded by "M" (type FWia)
or by "NP" {type FWIb). All numbers from 5000 up (except 7700) are type FW3.
Meters 870 and 880-901 have larger meter numbers than the usual type FWla
meters, and are sometimes designated as Type FWlc.

The known meter numbers are 42, 10L, 225, 452 to 1176, 1500 to 1543,
5000 to 5499, 5600 to 5738 and 5740 to 5753. Machines from 1544k to 1576 and
5754 to 57Tk have been menufactured, but have either not been issued or have
not been reported in use.

Numbers below 5000 (and 7700) are single denomination machines. They
were first put in use about May 1933. The 1500 series was started in 194k
and machines were made as late as January 1949. These single denomination
machines are designed by the maker as Model "M" or "P".

Numbers from 5000 up (except 7700) are mostly four-denomination machines
(maker's Model B), but & few of them (numbers unknown) are two-denomination
combined meters and mailing machines (maker's Model A). These machlines were
introduced about March 1935. The machines from 5740 up (which have numbers
of a different shape) were made in May 194k,

Colors used in this type are designated asg follows on the check list:

B. - Blue 0. - Orange
G. - Green P. - Purple
N. - Brown R. - Red

All meters have full double circle townmark, unless town name is followed
by "(B)", in which case the inner circle is broken, or by "(N)", in which case
there is no inner circle. (See 5449)
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Position of "SEC. 562 P.L. & R." {Listed after denomination}
A - Above indicia
D -~ In towmmark, in 3 lines
DI ~ Same inverted
DD ~ In townmark, in two lines, between lines
E -~ Between Townmark circles
AD ~ Types A and D both on the same copy

On this check list, all towns names are written out exactly as they appear
in townmarks, except that Los Angeles, California, is abbreviated "L.A.",
San Francisco, California, 1s abbreviated "S.F." and New York, N.Y. is abbre-
viated "N.Y." Under each number, items are listed in order of use as far as
possible. To save space, all colors are listed together where possible.

Thanks are dve to the Commercial Controls Corporation, and to the many
leading collectors who submitted 1ists and information, without whose support
the preparation of this check list would have been impossible.

Please report additions to B. S. Lapham, Box 185, Weding River, New York.
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Lo
NPM101
NPM101
225

Portland,
North Hollywood, Calif.

Indianapolis, Ind.
Chicago, Il11.
11 "

N.Y.
S.F.
- S.F.
L.A.
L.A.
L.A.
S OFQ
Sacramente, Calif.
S.F.
L.A.
San Bernardino, Calif.
Long Beach, Calif.
Pasadena, Calif.
A1 111

S‘F.
SOFI

| Chester, Pa.

Rochester, N.Y.
5.F.
West Chester, Pa.
Kansas Clty, Mo.
L.A.
Burbank, Calif.
Long Beach, Calif.
S.F.
S.F.
L.A.
S.F.
Pasadena, Calif.
S.F.
Santa Monica, Calif.
Hollywood, Calif.
S.F.
L.A.
N.Y.
L.A.
S.F.
San Jose, Calif.
L.A.

_ Beverly Hills, Calif.
" Qakland, Calif.

Norristown, Pa.
S
Oakland, Calif.
L.A.

N.Y.
Chicago, Ill.
South Pasadena, Calif.

S.F.

S.F.

5.F7.

S5.F.

L.A.

Ore.

TYPE FW METERS
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495
495
Los
496
496
kg7
Lot
bo7
Lo
498
499
ko9
kgg
500
500
500
501
501

5021
502

503
503
505
506
506
507
508
510
511
512
512
513
51k
515
516
517
518
519

520

520
520
523
523
52k
524
525
525
526
NP526
527
528
528
529
530
531
532
533
533

Sacramento, Calif.
Glendale, Calif
Atlanta; GCa.
Portland, Ore.

L.A.

S.F.

LlAl
Long Beach, Calif.
Monrovia, Calif.
Berkeley, Calif.

S.F.

L.A.

San Gabriel, Calif.

L.A.

S.F.
Waterbury, Conn.
Sacramento, Calif.

8.F.

Beverly Hills, Calif.

L.A.

Qakland, Calif.

S.F.

S.F.

L.A.

San Fernando, Calif.

L.A.

L.A.

S.F.

S.F,

QOakland, Calif.
San Gabriel, Calif.

5.F.

L.A.

S.F.

S.F.

S.F.

S.F.

L.A,

S'FO
8aint Louis, Mo.
Ardmore, Pa.

S.F.

Kansas City, Mo.

L.A,

Glendale, Calif.

S.F.

L.A.

Santa Monlcs, Calif.
San Diego, Calif.

5.F.
Sacramento, Calif.
Qakland, Calif.
Berkeley, Calif.

S.F.

L.A.

S5.F.

S.F.
Philadelphia, Pa.

(B)
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233
534

235,

535
536
237
538
239
239
539
539

540,
5kl

542
543
543
5kl
545
546
546
546
5L&
547
547
547
548
549
550
551
551
552
553
553
554
555
555
555
556
556
557
558
558
559
560
561

561,
562

563
56k
565
565
566
566
566
568
570
570
570
570

K71

Norristown, Pa.
L.A.
5.F.
Van Nuys, Calif.
L.A.
S5.F.
S.F.
S.F.
Sacramento, Calif,
L.A.
Monterey
L.A,

i e

Park, Calif.

e * v @

ol a2 0l o
> e

L.A
Portland, Ore.
Whittier, Calif.
Altadena, Calif.

L.A.
Sacramento, Calif.

N.Y.
Atlanta,

L.A.

L.A.

5.7,

S.F.

L.A.

S5.F.

5.F.
Long Island City, N.Y.

S5.F.

Santa Monica, Calif.

L.A.

Hollywood Sta., L.A.
Glendale, Calif.
Chicago, I1l.

L.A.

S.F.

Long Beach, Calif.

L.A.

L.A.

N.Y.

Elmsford, N.Y.

L.A.

L.A.

Ga.

[92]
|..J
Nje-

=0
i b i

N.Y.
Portland, Ore.
5.F.
Phoenix, Ariz.
Chicago, I1l.
1" 1
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572
573
57k
57k
57h
5Th

L 575,

575
575
575
275
576
576
>TT
279
580
580
581
582
583
584
584
585
586
586
587
588
589
589
589
290
590
290
291
591
592
593
593
593
59k
295
596
598
599
599

599
600

600
601
601
602
602
602
603
6504
605
606
606

607

607
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Kansas City, Mo.
L.A,
S.F.
L.A.
Long Beach, Calif.
San Bernardino, Calif.
Sacramento, Calif.
Santa Barbara, Calif.
L.A.
Compton, Calif.
Chicago, Iil.
Sacramento, Calif.
LCAD
S.JF.
L.A,
S.F.
Seattle,
L.A.
Minneapelis, Minn.
S.F.
S.F.
L.A.
L.A.
L.A.
Pasadena, Calif.
Chicago, Ill.
L.A.
S5.F.
San Bernardino, Calif.
Hollywood Sta., L.A.
L.A.
Waterbury, Conn.
N.Y.
S.F.
S.F.
L.A.
SFe
L.A.
Alhambra, Calif.
LeAs
L.A.
S.F.
3.F.
5.F.
Huntington Park, Calif.
San Bernardino, Calif.
S.F.
Philadelphia, Penna.
L.A.
Chicago, I1ll.
L.A.
5.7,
San Jose, Calif.
L.A.
L.A.
L.A.
SF.
L.A.
3.F.
L.A.

(3)

Wash.
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608 Terminal Island, Calif. 3 R Elily S.F. 2 R
NP608 N.Y. 3P 646 L.A. 2 R
NP608 L.A. 3R E47 L.B. 2 R

609 L.A. 3 R 67 S.F. 2 R

609 Long Beach, Calif. 3 R 649 - L.A. 2 R

610 S.F. 3 R 650 L.A. 2 R

610  Atlants, Ga. 3 R 651 Long Beach, Calif. 2 R

610 - Jenkintown, Pa. 3R 651 S.F. 2R

610 Chicago, Ill. 3 R 652 Pottstown, Pa. 2R

611 S.F. 3R 653 S.F. 2 R

611 San Bernardino, Calif, 3R 653 Chicago, I1l. 2 R

612 Pasadena, Calif. 3R 654 L.A, 2 R

sa 613 L.A. 3P 654 L.A. 1D P

615 L.A, 't 3R 654 N.Y. 1D R

616 L.A. 3R 654 New Haven, Conn. 1D 1E P

616 Long Beach, Calif. 3R 654 Boston, Mess L1 P

617 L.A. 3 R 655 Beverly Hills, Calif 1R

618 L.A, 3R 655 N.Y. 1E R

619 Santes Ana, Calif. 3R 656 N.Y. 1D R

619 Compton, Calif. 3R 656 Elmsford, N.Y. 1D 1E R

619 Pasadena, Calif. 3 R 657 LA P

620 L.A. 3 R 658 Terminal Island, Calif. iw

620 Hollywood Sta., L.A. 3 R 659 L.A 1A P

620 Hollywood, Calif. 3R 659 N.Y. iD 1B R

21 Portland, Ore. 3 R-P 660 L.A- 1P

23N L.A. 3 R 660 N.Y. 1D R

21 Coatesville, Pa. 3 R 660 Waterbury, Conn. 1B R

622 L.A. 3 R 662 S.F. 1E R

€22 Seattle, Wash. 3 R 665 N.Y. 3 P

€23 Sacramento, Calif. 3 R 665 Philadelphia, Penna. 1—%— R

62k L.A. 3R 666 L.A. = R

€25 S.Fe 3 R 669 S.F. 132 P-R

626 Long Beach, Calif. 3 R | 669 | Sacramento, Calif. 1% R

627 S.F. 3 R 670 L.A. 2 R

628 L.B, 3 R 671 L.A. 2 R

629 S.F. 3 R 672 L.A. 2 R

629 Arlington, N.J. 3 R 673 L.A. 2 R

629 Long Island City, N.Y. 3R 673 San Diego, Calif. 2 R

630 L.A. 3 R 673 Seattle, Wash. 2R

631 Sacramento, Calif. 3 R 67k S, 2 R

631 Redlands, Calif. 3 R 675 Pottstown, Pa. 2R

632 S.F. 3 R 676 L.A. 2 R

632 Saint Louis, Mo. 3 R 676 S.F. 2 R

633 L.A. 3 R 676 Oakland, Calif. 2 R

634 L.A. 3 R 677 LA 2R

634 Berkeley, Calif. 3 R 677 Inglewcod, Calif. 2R

634 Sacramento, Calif. 3R 678 L.A. 2R

635 S.F. 3 R 679 L.A. 2 R

635  Saint Louis, Mo. 3 R 680 L.A. 2R

637 Santa Ana, Calif. 3R 681 L.A. 2R

638 Seattle, Wash. 3 R 682 L.A. 2 R

| 639 Sacramento, Calif. 3R 682 TPortland, Ore. 2 R

639 S.F. 3 R 683 L.A. 2 R

639 L.A. 3 R 684 Philadelphia, Pa. 2 R

640 L.A. 2 R 686 Seattle, Wash. 2 R

640 Brooklyn, N.Y. 2 R 686 San Bernardino, Calif. 2R

640 Hollywood Sta., L.A. 2 R 686 L.A. 2 R

6kl Seattle, Wash. 2 R 687 S.F. 2 R

6ho L.A. 2 R 688 S.F. 3R

Lho o w 2 R €88 L.A. 3R



708
709
710
711
712
Tih
715
715
716
77
718
719
719
720
721
721
723
ToU
725
725
726
727
728
728
T28
729
730
730
730
731

Long Beach, Calif.
San Bernardino, Calif.

S.F.

L.A.

San Bernardino, Calif,

S.F.

N.Y.

Seattle, Wash.

L.A,

Phoenix, Ariz.
Chicago, Ill.
Oakland, Calif.

LA,

L.A.

L.A.

L.A,
Jenkintown, Pa.
Phoenix, Ariz.

L.A.

N.Y.

L.A.

L.A.

N.Y.

L.A.

L.A.

Chicago, Ill.

North Hollywood, Calif.

Glendale, Calif.

. Santa Ana, Calif.

S.F.

L.A.

L.A.

S.F.

5.F.

5.F,

L.A.
Hollywood, Calif.

L.A.

L.A.

L.A.

S.F.

S.F.

.Y,

San Jose, Calif.

L.A.

N.Y.

L.A.

S.F.

S.F.

L.A.

S.F.

L.A.

5.F.

N.Y.
fearny, N.J.
Long Beach, Calif.

L.A.
Portland, Ore.
Philadelphia, Penna.

L.A.
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132
732
T32
733
736
737
738
T4O
T4
Thi
741
Thl
The
NPMTh2
743
Thl
Thi -
T45
Th6
T
T8
749
750
T50
750
751
751
753
755
756
756
T57
758
758
758
759
760
T60
761
762!
763
763
763
763
764
764
765
766
766
767
767
768
768
769
769
T70
771
772
772
772
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Phoenix, Ariz.
Santa Barbara, Cslif.

S CF o

3.F.

S.F.

Santa Ans, Calif.

S5.Fa
Chicago, I11
Wheaton, I1l.

S.F.
Berkeley, Calif.

L.A.

S.F.

N.Y.
Chicego, Ill.

5.F.

N.Y.

LA,
Seattle, Wash.
Phoenix, Ariz.

S.F.

S5.F.
Portland, Ore.

L.A,

San Bernardino, Calif.
Portland, Ore.

L.A.

S.F.
Chicago, I1l.

L.A.
Philadeliphia, Pa.

L.A.
Hollywood Calif.

L .A -
Berkeley, Calif.
Portiand, Ore.
Sacramento, Calif.

S.F.
Alemeda, Calif.
Sacramento, Calif.

" 1"

L.A.
Long Island City, N.Y.
N.Y.
L.A.
S.F.
L.A.
S.F.
San Bernardino, Calif.
S.F.
Berkeley, Calif.
L.A.
San Bernardino, Calif.
S.F.
Chicago, Ill.
Montclair, N.J.
N.Y.
S.F.
Sacramento, Calif.
San Jose, Calif.
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R

R

R

R

R
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R
13 N-R
15 R
15 R
13 R
13 R
13 R
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173
173
773
TTh
776

176

777

778
179
179
119
£ 780
780
781
781
782
783
T84
T84
785
786
787
768
790
791
791
792
792
792
793
795
796
796
798
798
799
799

L 800

801
802
803
80L
805

807
808
809
809
809
810
810
810
811
815
816
816
817
818
818

L .A L4
Santa Monica, Calif.
5.F,
S.F.
L OA L]
Chicago, Ill.
Glendale, Calif.
Qakland, Calif.
5L.F.
S.F.
N.Y,
Jersey City, N.J.
S5.F.
N.Y.
S.F.
Brooklyn, N.¥.
S.F.
Philadelphia, Penna.
S.F.
L.A.
L.A.
Seattle, Wash.
L.A.
Compton, Calif.
Minneapolis, Mion.
L.A,
Chester,
L.A.
Ardmore, Pa.,
Chicago, T11l.
San Bernardino, Calif.
Sacramento, Calif.
Berkeley, Calif.
Waterbury,; Conn.
S,
Oakland,
S.F.
L.A.
S.F. L
Philadelphia, Penna-
Chicago, Ill.
Washington, D.C.
L.A.
N.Y.
N.Y.
N.Y.
S.Fe
S.F.
L.A.
Boston, Mass.
S.F.
5.F,
Sacramento, Calif.
Iong Beach, Calif.
L.A.
San Bernardino, Calif.
Chicago, Ill.
L.A.
L.A.
Hollywood Sta., L.A.

Pa,

Calif.
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819
819
820
820
821
823
824
8es

826
827
827
828
828
828
828
829
830
830
830
831
831
832
832
833
835
836
836
838

839

839
839
840
840
841
8h1
842
842
843
84k
Bl
8hiy
845
8hs
846
847
848
8hkg
850
850
851
853
853
855
NP857
NP857
NP858
NP859
NP859
NP859

Page 8

LA,

South Pasadena, Calif.
Redondo Beach, Calif.
Jenkintown, Pa,
Seattle, Wash.

San Diego, Calif.
Glendale, Calif.
Sacramento, Calif.
Van Nuys, Calif.

San Diego, Calif.

S.F.

Seattle, Wash.

L.A.

Chicago, Ill.
Philadelphia, Penn.
Ardmore, Pa.

L.A.

Phoenix, Ariz.
Atlanta, Ga.
Chicego, Ill.

L.A.

N.Y.

L'A *

Long Island City, N.Y.
Hollywood, Calif,

S.F.

L.A.

Beverly Hills, Calif.

L.A.

L.A.
Sacramento, Calif.
Monrovia, Calif_
Long Beach, Calif,
Chicago, I11, =
Santa Monica, Calif.
Riverside, Calif.

L.Al
San Bermardino, Calif.

L.A.

TioAa

S.F.

Jamaica, N.¥.

LA
Redlands,

L.A.
Whittier,

L.Aa
Santa Monica, Calif.
Portland, Ore.

L.A.
Portland, Ore.

L.A.
Chicago, Ill.

LeAs

L.A.
Chicago, I1l.

L.A.

S.F.

S QFG
Beverly Hills, Calif.

(B)

Calif.

Calif.

&
Sy =y

(8]
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NP860
NP860
NP860
NP861
NP862
NP862
NP863
NP864
NPBES
NP866
NPBE6
NP86T
NPB6T
NPB6T
NP86G
870
872
872
NP8ThL
NPB7L4
NPBT4
NP875
NP875
NP876
NP876
NP877
NP8T7
NP8TT
NP879
NP879
NP879
NPB79 |
NP879
| 880
881
881
882
883
885
886
887
887
888
889
890
890
891
891
891
892

8g2 -

892
893
893
894
895,
896
896
897 .
897

Waterbury, Conn.
New Haven, Conn.
Boston, Mass

L.A,

L.A.

N.Y,

N.Y.

N.Y.

L.A.

L.A.
Philadelphia, Penna.
Chicago, Ill.
Kensas City, Mo.

" ”n 1"

SaFo
S.F.
S.F.
Qakland, Calif.
L.A.
Portland, Qre.
San Bernardino, Calif.
LCA‘
Long Beach, Calif.
N.Y.
Waterbury, Conn.
L.A.
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Saint Louis, Mo.
L.A.
Norwalk, Conn.
Plainfield, Conn.
Waterbury, Corn.
N.Y.
Santa Ana, Calif.
L.A.
Santa Barbara, Calif,
L.A.
Glendale, Calif.
L.A.
N.Y.
S.F.
San Jose,
S.F.
L.A.
S.F.
L.A,
Branford,
N.Y.
Arlington, Mass.
Oakland, Calif.
S.F.
Pasadena, Calif.
S.F.
Sacramento, Calif.
Chiceago, Ill.
Santa Ana, Calif.
L.A.
N.Y.
San Bernardino, Calif.
Chicago, Ill.

Calif.

Conn.

NT\)}—JEQ

P R R BT B IR R e e e e s R vl B B vl B Tl B o B = o R

WwWwWwWwWwwwwwlww gwwwiwwwiww ML WWWWWwwwWwwwiwwwiww

e e e s o By lios Jies - ViRo s o ool v e B v e e B

897

898
899

8991
900

900
900
201
901
901
902
g02
o2
o
a02
903
90kh
o0k
905
905
908
908
908

912

912
916

918

920

943
k3
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Thompsonville, Conn.
Santa Monica, Calif.

L.A.
gan Diego, Calif.
Branford, Conn.
Buffalo, N.Y.

L.A.
Minneapolis, Minn.

San Diego, Calif.

N.Y.
Minneapolis, Minn.
Waterbury, Conn.

N.Y.

Chicago, I1l.
Boston, Mass.
Minneapolis, Minn.
Philadelphia, Penna.

L.A,

Chicago, Il11.

N.¥X.

New Haven, Conn.

n.Y.
Philadelphia, Penna.
Boston, Mass.

{(No townmark-L.I. City)
REGISTERED MAIL

N.Y.

N.Y.
Philedelphia, Pa.

N.Y.

Mount Vernon, N.Y.

N.Y.

N.Y.

N.Y.

N.Y.

N.Y.

N.Y.

Chicago, I11.
Kansas City, Mo.
Philadelphia, Pa.
Waterbury, Conn.
Brooklyn, N.Y.

N.Y.

N.Y.

Chicago, Ill.
Philadelphia, Pennpa.

L.A.
Long Beach,

N.Y.

N.Y.
Minneapolis, Minn.
New Haven, Conn.
Waterbury, Comn.
Chicago, Ill.
Philadelphia, Penna.
Chicago, Ill.
Philadelphia, Penna.
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Waterbury, Conn.

N.Y.

Calif.

W
W Lo W W

1D 1B
11Db 18

1B

1D 1E

1D 18
1D 1E

1 1D 1E

1D 1E

11D 1B
1E

1B
1D 1E
1E
iE
1D
1D 1E

P R R e R e e e B R B B B R R R R R R SR B RV e e - e sl I = el B i el s e liee o - s e e oo le s o B o e e s B B



