Neopost Computer Vended Postage First Day Stamps and Covers

The United States Postal Service, seeking to reduce costs associated with accountable paper and stocking stamp machines, sponsored a
competition—including beta testing (sales to the public at a few locations)—for machines to dispense thermal-printed stamps. Shown
here is first day material of one of the contestants, Neopost. IBM ultimately was awarded the contract, and its kiosks are now located
in about 2500 post offices nationwide. The kiosks are known as Automated Postal Centers (APC). Neopost released two beta test
issues. Iis first issue—a sheet of four 34-cent stamps (Seott CVP39-42)—did not produce any known first day stamps or covers, but its
second issue—ten-stamp sheets for several values (CVP43-53)—did. This exhibit is the story of those items. We are fortunate in the
case of the Neopost stamps becanse—as in the case of the first computer vended postage (CVP1-20)—dates of issuance are printed
either on the stamps or on the selvage. This makes first day stamps a collectable category (first day stamps, as well as covers, are listed
as subheadings under CVP1-20). All research presented in this exhibit is original. In order to increase collector interest in the Neopost
stamps, and in computer vended postage generally, the research in this exhibit was first published in Linn’s, the Meter Stamp Society
Bulletin, and U.S. Stamp News. Where published, items are so identified. Highlights include the $12.45 stamp—the only confirmed
unique, regular, nonerror, fixed value U.S. stamp—and major additions w and corrections uf the Nevpust Scolt catalogue listing. This
is the first time any of the material in this exhibit has been shown.

The ten-stamp sheet was designed to be a booklet which could be folded in thirds. The test sheet on the left (for CVP 51) was prepared
at Neopost’s U.S. headquarters in Hayward, California, and there made into a demonstration booklet by removing two selvage strips
and folding along the exposed backing paper (five extant). Just prior to the issuance of the new ten-stamp sheets on June 21, 2002,
Neopost produced the final version of the test sheets, including the unique test sheet for CVP 51 on the right. This sheet was published
in U.S. Stamp News, April 2007, 28.

Poustage sheet 1 oF 1

M der #: 3234
Location: NOL Headguaar ters ol
Date: Apr 3, 2002 5:09 PM
Can d: AMEX #++++x444++2]1317
Paid: $3.50 of $3.50

15 PUSTAGE

$0.00
US POSTAGE R

$0.00 |
US POSTAGE

neopostage . com

Wos 352'4.‘ OclGau

3091504 SN

L s ‘ 00 .0$

garer: 1150

00° 0%

Postage sheet 1 of 1
3680

Order#:

Location: Postal

Forum #7701

Date: Apr 21, 2002 6:54 PM
Card: V okokkokokokkokkkkxB5B43
Paid: $3.50 of $3.50

eI Devessr o9 abe}sodoay

O H R

$3.50
U3 POSTAGE

neopostage.com

Remove to Fold

seraaV0IDsss£s |

mm@

U3 POSTAGE

*errsY0IDxsxks |

1 HLH LN

$0.00 Mo
US POSTAGE
neopostage

unﬂ.r?'I!J» HEE
$0.00 pat
15 PSTHGE.

see1aV0IDeeaes

P R

| $0.00
S PSTAE

neopostage.com

gegeezs 307150
00°0%

s+ka([0ARoxE%

Remove to Fold

w09 abe}sodoau

sgeaczes 301504 S
00°0$

ETEEET ) ([ ET TR EY

w03 abe}sodoau

: s 3001904 SN
Vol 00°0%

sxkik([QNsxdss

Remove to Fold

abe}s

s 301504 90
00°0$

wers(I0AEER 6%

woo " abe}sodoau

s B
g

sries(I0AR 5%
















































