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USPS PV Meters at McMurdo

What isa PVI?
Since the late 1990°s the US Post Offices have used post-
age meters made by MOS/Unisys. These units include

keyboard. touch screen, scale and printer. Generally ::Rh(r)s;_?h;' "(i:?;‘:si;?ﬂﬂl McMurdo

Talidats it ost Office Zip Code
known as a Postage Validation Indicia (PVI) Pinter. Date: 27 August 2009
Rate: $29.88 24 Ib 11 oz Parcel Post

SAM Space Available Mail air cargo,

Note that package senders from Antarctica usu-
ally use their home address in the US for the re-
tum address and not the base address.

McMurdo Station Post Office dated 2000, PVI

s . =ft P - PV1 Imprint McMurdo Post Office.
screen shows at left. Photo by Scott Smith. An O iy
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USAF Post Office at Christchurch

APO AP 96531
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PBS5300 at Christchurch USPS PVI Meters at Christchurch

US Air Force Post Office at Christchurch

Pitney Bowes 5300 then the USPS PV1

The Christchurch airport is the jump off point for
US and NZ Antarctic bases as well as bases of other
countries. The US Air Force maintains a post office
at the Christchurch airport for use by personnel trav-
Eoa elling to and from Antarctica. Handles about 240,000
13 pounds of mail a year supporting the continuing US

Operation Deep Freeze.

Used Pitney Bowes model 5300 meters until 2000

when Post Office PVI units were installed.
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Pitney Bowes model 5300 postage meter.

Date: 9 November 1999 USAF APO 96531

Rate: $0.33 Domestic (To NZ should be $0.60 International)
Probably meant to be a round trip cover through McMurdo

LE:' M) 5. McLACHLAN but directed to NZ postal system for delivery in Christchurch.
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Air Polarogramme showing LC-130 Hercules
at MeMurdo Station
Date: 17 October 2000 USAF APO 96531

19 October 2000 USAF APO 96531

25 October 2000 McMurdo
Rate: $0.33 Domestic or $0.60 International

Paid $0.50

Air Polarogrammes are printed by a number of
companies with Antarctic themes and are often
sold at tourist counters.
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PVI Mail Label from Christchurch to Denver
2 Date: 07 February 2008 :
| | [ Rate: $7.02 Domestic Parcel Post 31b to Zone 5 z
| IJ' (DMM300 14May07)
i ’ Antarctic worker returns to Christchurch, mails New Zealand
,i | i | personal materials home, io Antarfics
The Air Force Post Office at Christchurch in- through
stalled the PV units in 2000 as all US post of- Christchurch

v L i L fices made this change.




