2 SYPHILIS

The origins of this dreaded disease are obscure and are a continuing source of controversy.
However, its disastrous effect are indisputable; its numerous victims are beyond counting.

2.1 ORIGINS
2.1.1 EARLY REFERENCES

77
ER
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. and by later translators created confusion in differentiating among skin diseases such as
leprosy, yaws, and secondary syphilis. All disfiguring skin diseases were simply called *leprosy'.
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not one with much medical knowledge.

However, the following references to syphilis are quite specific:
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Exodus 20:4 in referring to the Third Commandment,
" ... the iniquity of the fathers would be visited on the
children unto the third and fourth generations. "

Syphilis is congenital; leprosy is not.
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2.1.1 EARLY REFERENCES

Exodus 9:8-11 and Deuteronomy 28:27, 28,
35 and 59 refer to two plagues of syphilis -

the best known being the one brought down
by Moses on Ramses II and the Egyptians.
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..Let my people

Moses e

Ramses, Moses, Aaron Ramses 11

Jeremiah 31:29 " The fathers have eaten a sour grape and the children's teeth are ser on edge.’

Refers to Hutchinson's
teeth found only in
congenital syphilitics.
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38:3  There is no soundness in my flesh...
and no health in my bones ...

38:5 My wounds grow foul and fester ...

38:7 My loins are filled with buming ..

38:11 My friends and companions stand
aloof from my plague ...
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...AND DAVID ADMINISTERED
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2.1.1 EARLY REFERENCES
The Bible continues with the following references ... m

Isaiah 3:17
“The Lord will smite with a scab the
heads of the daughters of Zion... *
Refers to possible syphilitic sores.
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Matthew 2:16 tells of the syphilitic paranoia and insanity of
Herod of Judea, e.g., Flight into Egypt - due to Herod's order
that male children two years and younger be killed
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2.1.1 EARLY REFERENCES (contd)
References to syphilis can also be found in the writings of other civilizations.

The Ebers & Hurst papyri mention
skin diseases that appear syphilitic.

Early Chinese physicians (possibly to 2000 B.C.) could differentiate between the soft chancre of chancroid
and the hard chancre of syphilis and were knowledgeable of the congenital transmission of syphilis.

Hua To, Physician Sun Szu-miao Li Shih Chen (1518-93)
(ca. 300 A.D.) Physician (ca. 700 A.D.) Physician and Pharmacologist

VO TN T WO Y

The ancient Sanskrit Vedic scripts tell of the punishment of Siva whose genitalia were destroyed
by gangrene and who avenged himself by giving the terrible disease to women in order to
".. set the whole world on fire..."




2.1.2 COLUMBIAN THEORY

In the mid 1490's, the first known and well-recorded syphilis epidemic swept through Europe.
Many have attempted to prove that the ‘new' disease was brought by Columbus and his crew ...
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and across the Atlantic Ocean to the European continent.
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2.1.2 COLUMBIAN THEORY

Columbian theory advocates claim that pre-Columbian syphilitic bones have been found at archaeological sites in:

American Southwest Ohio
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... whereas few Old World bones show definite syphilitic symptoms.
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2.2 GREAT EPIDEMIC

In 1495 the debauched mercenary army of Charles VIII of France began a disorganized
retreat from Naples and spread a well-recorded plague of syphilis throughout Europe.
By the time of this map (1563), syphilis had conquered the European continent.
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2.2 GREAT EPIDEMIC
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Portuguese records show that the syphilis epidemic was spread by Vasco de Gama...

Map of 1568
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Padre Manoel da Nobrega wrote in 1550 Gilberto Freyre’s study
“... here in Brasil, a lot of the CASA GRANDE E SENZALA
men die with the mal galico ...” (MASTERS AND SLAVES)
noted that,
“.. Brasil was syphilized,
then civilized ...”
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2.2 GREAT EPIDEMIC

Let us leave the debate on the origins of syphilis to others.

As Voltaire said:

The venereal diseases are like the fine arts.
It is use less to argue their origins.

The first fruit the Spanish brought back
from the New World was syphilis.

VOLTAIRE ~ J.J.ROUSSEAU
1694-1778 1712-1778
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A NAME
The word ‘syphilis' was coined by the Italian physician Giralomo Fracastor in 1530 both for the disease and the
name of the shepherd in his poem SYPHILIS SIVE MORBUS GALLICUS. Sixteen years later, he published his
serious medical work, DE CONTAGIONE. Both works are noted for the accuracy of the clinical observations.

Syphilis - probably from the Greek

OuG (pig)
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2.3 TREATMENTS

Mercury or quicksilver (Hg), in a variety of forms, was the most popular treatment for over 400 years.
...obtained from cinnabar ore throughout the world.

THE QUICKSILVER MINING CO.
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Quicksilver, Cal.
Open 1900-1910
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If not called for in ten days return to

T. NOLES,

oth*n Shaste "E“aﬁfﬁﬁﬁa"

Cinnabar, Calif. Open 1895-1901 2 cent lcrter rate + 8 cent registry fee

Another early popular treatment, commented on extensively by Fracastor, was guiac -
or guiacum, the holy wood (Lignum vitae), found only in the New World.

LIGNUM VITAE ¢
® a
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Guiac was amost as ‘effective’ as mercury but without the gruesome side effects.




TREATMENTS

Mercury poisoning was a major problem. SWAIM'S PANACEA in the U.S.A. and ...
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Private Die Proprietary Medicine Tax Stamp

. RASILLA EXTRACT in Great Britain promised relief for those undergoing mercury treatment.
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57, NEW BROAD STREET, E.C,
fManufacturers and Contractors ot

Every Description of Parquet Flooring, Encaustic & Mosaic Marble Tile Pavements.

Solid Oak 1-in Parquet Floors from 8d. per square foot; or laid and polished from 1/6 per square foot.
Solid Oak }-in. Parquet Floors from 4d. per square foot ; or laid and polished from 1/- per square foot.
Our other designs in Oak, Maple, Walnut, Cherrywood, dc., quoted for on application.
The Parquets are perfectly dried and exactly wrought out, and if laid by our own workmen, who are
thoroughly experienced, are guaranteed.
ENoAUsTIO AND Mosatc MARBLE Trie Pavements (the Mosaic Marble is entirely new), especially
suitable for Halls and Public Buildings of all kinds.
Samples and Estimates on application, and experienced workmen sent to any part of the United Kingdom.

LEARN THE RUDIMENTS OF MUSIC.

(PITANO, ORGAN, HARMONIUM, OR SINGING.)
orbyPost6}d.  FOR SIXPENGX,  OrbyPostcid.
The First introduction to Music. As simple as ABC, Success certain in an amazingly short time.
To be bad direct from the Publisher, 13, Furnival St., MHolborn, E.C.

The Rev. C. H., SPURGEON

IN ACKNOWLEDGING

WINFIELD’S ANTI-RHEUMATIC OILS,

For Chest Complaints, Chilblains (before broken), Gout, Rheumatism, Strains, Bruises, in fact for
outward application for pains of any description, says— “‘ They are most valuable in cases of Colds and
Rheumatism, and many of the children have found great benefit from the use of them.” -
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1/1% and 2/9, of all Patent Medicine Vendors, Chemists, and Stores, or free Im parcel p&at attluu p;ion, ﬁu;
P. GRAY, Franees Street, Waterloo Road, LONDON, S.E.

Bj, A s I L L A E x @ R & G 1'!' Anglo-Colonial Letter Co., Ltd.

The celebrated Remedy for all Skin and Blood Diseases, including Mercurial Poisoning, p z
Rheumatism, Serofula, Gout, Seurvy, Eczema, Glandular Swellings, and Sores of all kinds. Sixth London Issue June, 1889
@ Selling price of 3/4 pence
The Extract acts as a mild tonic, and by building up the system enables even the most delicate to | y >
withstand the insidious attacks of disease. iy g 1 penny letter rate

Cleanse your Blood at any time you feel it is foul, more especially during Spring and Autumn—the
health of the system is sure to follow.

RAsrLna EXTRAOCT is eeable to take, and is guaranteed to contain nothing injurious to the
constitution of either sex.—Price, 2s. 9d. per Bottle.

To be obtained from ERNEST & CO., 12a, Finsbury Square, LONDON, E.C.
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...even though a major part of
Swaim's was HgCl and the
contents of Rasilla Extract

are still a mystery.




2.3 TREATMENTS :

Let us finish our discussion of quicksilver or mercury with the following English pun:
"A night with Venus, a lifetime with Mercury.”
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Genuine British Forgery for Use
by French Resistance

VENUS, PA

Quackery reached its peak near the turn of the century. British sufferers could try a variety of patent medicines such as:
ELLIMAN'S UNIVERSAL EMBROCATION.

LIMANSUNIVERSAL
EMBROCATION =I__llh

Design of 1892/1915 on Wmkd. Crown Paper
Disclaimer reads: THIS STAMP IMPLIES NO GOVERNMENT GUARANTEE

A Frenchman (or woman) in 1890 could use Dr. Marolles CURE as shown on the reverse of this advertising letter sheet.
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ile laégy(rh;;ls et affections gin;lentes de la Peau et du Sang par CURE for syphilis and virulent
a méthode urativo - microbicide, toni-reconstituante - régénératrice | i 1
| du D' MARDLLES, spécialiste,’ 19, rue Cuvier, Lyon. ‘g'ieen de," diseases of skin & bIOOd’
1B Constitation ¢t Maladies des Voies Gén to-urinaires
1 1R (2 sexes). Traitement pa~ correspondance. Avis et certificats spéciaux

de santé, indispensables aujourd’hui comme sécurité dans les unions.

. BON pour une consultation gratuite du " Marelles, 19, rue Cuvier, LWON.
‘A détacher et envoyer avec timbre de 0.30 cenl. pour avoir réponse.
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maladies of the genito -
urinary tract (both sexes)
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© Letter sheet sold for 10 centimes. 5 centimes subsidized by advertisers
Serie No. 11 of 5000 exemplaires Printed on laid paper and watermarked ENGLISH BANK PAPER with shield




2.3 TREATMENT

American quack remedies and treatments were publicized on brochures, pamphlets, and trade cards of all kinds.

Blood purifiers to cure syphilis were offered to a gullible public - two examples for your viewing pleasure...

The National Remedy Company published this multi-page
brochure which offered a variety of quack cures for almost
any real or imaginary disease and ailment

In addition to syphilis and scrofula,
Dr. John Tripp’s Blood Purifier was
‘a certain cure for diabetes, ovarian
tumors, Bright’s disease, and all blood
poisons.’




2.3 TREATMENTS

The makers of Syphilol were careful to register their brand name and trademark with
the Secretary of Commerce in Minas Gerais, Brasil in 1920 on these documents.
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ELIXIR DEPURATIVO
_-Bi-10DADO

B R?To approvado pela DI+ | J
A Y rectoriaGeral de Saude
R Publica sob o n, 1,145

| Delicada preparacdo de gosto

A\ sgradavel e de effeito prompto e

seguro nos casos de Syphilis pri-
maria, secundaria e ferciaria.
CURA AS MOLESTAS SEGUINTES :

Cancros, Rheumatismo, Boubas,
Dartros, Empingens,
Fczemas, Ulceras, Furunculose, Quéda

do Cabello, efc.
TR T

I°/)| DOSAGEM:—1 colher das de |
| f/4)| sopa, as refeigGes, para os adulfos.
| CRIANCAS: — 1 colber das de |

&

1’'=A cha ou de café, 2 vezes ao dia,
onforme a edade e indicagdo do
nedico.




2.3 TREATMENTS

Some of the more unusual treatments included:

... from the mineral world,
gold chloride, highly toxic,
dangerous, expensive and
of little therapuetic value.
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If not delivered within 10 days, to be returned to
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Gold Hill, Nev. (Territory) 24 March circa 1871

... and from the world of the bizarre - sexual intercourse with a virgin. This dangerous
myth peristed through the 19 century and persists in parts of Africa as a cure for AIDS.
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Post Office Name Inverted

.. and finally from the plant world ...

the world’s largest nut,
tiny and tasty chocolate from 2 the exotic coco de mer and chlamoogra oil
(a leprosy treatment)

pistachio nuts the cacao plant
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2.3 TREATMENTS

... and a sampling of treatments from around the world...
... like MIRION (also good for chronic gonorrhea) on this 1931 Austrian ad card ...
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IRION
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| Alpine Chemische A:G.
Kufstein

... or Veto for men from Mexico...

Reg. 2550 D. S. P.

60 centavo Air Rate to Hungary via Strasbourg and Paris
7 days transit from Mexico City to France; 30 days transit France to Hungary!




2.3 TREATMENTS
Bertelli Specialty Pharmaceuticals of Milan issued this booklet of coupons circa 1915 to induce doctors to
purchase their remedies, several especially for the suffers of gonorrhea, syphilis, and associated problems.

Booklet consists of: folded covers; 2 folded information sheets; fifteen panes of coupons.

Inside of covers contained price lists of other Bertelli products and perfumes; information sheets contained
more price lists and, most importantly, information on remedies for which coupons were provided.




2.3 TREATMENTS

16 different coupon stamps issued in 15 panes of 10 stamps; several panes pnnted se-tenant.
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Is your glandular apparaths functioning correctly?
If not, see Naina Mohamed & in Kular Lumpur, Malaya for ...
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& OTHER REMEDIES. ~
 OBTAINABLE AT ALL DISPENSARIES.

Every man— : not function
Every woman. 8 correctly and
Strives for prosperity, = Consequently their cap—
longs for good luck and only & ability for affections, their
‘too frequently in vain, because : ~ vigour is stunted
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Brasilians in Curitiba could visit the CLINEDOM of Dr. Orlan
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Curitiba, Parana 27-October 1930




2.3 TREATMENTS

Traditional Chinese medicine usually treats the whole body compared to Western medicine which
treats the symptom or the disease. Its abilites to treat those afflicted with venereal type complaints...

Tradmona] Chinese Medicine

.. was aided by medical texts (above) printed by
block type (left) as illustrated on these postal cards.
Both cards bilingual for international use.

Herbal, quack, and patent remedies like BILLON for
syphilis later became
popular. Labels here
frequently confused
for airmail stamps.
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Labels read as follows:
Top: French Pi Lung Family, 914. (BILLON = Pi Lung)
Bottom: Radical Treatment for Syphilis - Holy Medicine,
Accross Globe: Sold Everywhere Throughout the World.




2.3 TREATMENTS

Spas, hot springs, and baths provided relief for generations of aching syphilitic bones ...
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Turn-of-the-century Germans used the sauna/steam bath shown on this printed-
to-private-order advertising envelope to cook and to cure their syphilitic bodies.
It was a predecessor to the later and more successful fever therapy.
Note the ad in the lower right corner for 'French rubber articles’, i.e., sex toys.




2.3 TREATMENTS

Early American colonists had little guidance in medical matters until 1730 when the first self-care manual
in the Colonies was published, EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR or THE POOR PLANTER’S PHYSICIAN.

The ‘cure’ for yaws and syphilis (both caused by spirochetes) consisted of the following:
1. A brew of sumac root, inner bark of pine, and bark of Spanish oak.
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Oak Forest, Pa 6-11-87

II. Pills of deer dung and turpentine in equal quantities.
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Not all patients were happy with the treatments and promised cures from their physicians.
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“... about the visiting, curing, and healing of a certain decease commonly called the French Pox
wherewith the aforesaid Daniel had long before languished...”




2.4 MEDICAL RESEARCH

Early medical research concentrated on mercury "cures' and treatments.

1443 - Nicolas Rolin and Guisone de Salin founded first ‘'modern' hespital, Hotel Die de Beaune.

rubs for syphilis patients.
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It and St. Denis in Paris could offer
basic palliative care and mercurial

Applying Mercury '

Progress in analyzing and treating the disease from 1500 onward was slow....

Johannes Wier tried to Ambrose Pare recognized Herman Boerhaave analyzed
prevent the syphilitic congenital syphilis. the disease in his Aphorisms.

insane from being
burned as witches.

1515 c“;nru‘,,'el.'ms -

Gerhard van Swieten used
HgCl in his Liquor Swietanii
treatment.
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Wojciech Oczko & Sebastian Petrycy wrote
on syphilis and pioneered early treatments.
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J. Baptiste van Helmont
noted sodomy as means
of syphilis transmission.



2.4 MEDICAL RESEARCH
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Progress in understanding and controlling syphilis would have been impossible without the 'germ theory' as suggested by ...
Augustino Bassi
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2.4 MEDICAL RESEARCH
Researchers and scientists of many nationalities contribute in the war against syphilis...

Rudolf Virchow determined the pathology of syphilis and
explained clinical variations in the latent and active stages.

2aaana

1948 Issue on Watermarked Paper 1953 Issue - Unwatermarked

Ferdinand Ritter von Hebra of Viennese school Jean Martin-Charcot, neurologist Vladimir Bechterev
wrote many works on syphilis and dermatology. and known for Charcot’s joints researched neurosyphilis
found in some syphilitics. extensively.
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2.4 MEDICAL RESEARCH

The lack of a suitable animal model slowed progress. Then in 1903, Ilya Metchnikoff and Emile Roux
conducted the first successful experiments on animals ... a chimpanzee...
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who was first to exhibit secondary symptoms, collarette of Biett.
Later research is on goats, then finally on rabbits, and monkeys.
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2.4 MEDICAL RESEARCH
The new century brought rapid progress in the age-old battle against syphilis.

1905 Jules Bordet develops a complement fixation test for 1906 August Wasserman, using Bordet's theories

= syphilis but fails to publish the results ! and a fortuitous mistake, develops first diagnostic
K blood test for syphilis. He publishes his results
and thereby becomes famous for the popular test.

—

i
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:.

Karl Landsteiner, better known for discovering Rh
blood types, was the first to view spirochetes using
a dark field microscope.

Sir Wm. Osler Hideyo Noguchi, noted microbiologist,
Authored The System studies of spirochetes and treponema
Mol A P ettt of Medicine. were highpoint of a brilliant career.
Blood Types Type 1 Type 2
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e He who knows syphilis, - -
knows medicine. L ’*- E P SEReN
Alfred Fournier devoted his medical career to the Hulusi Behget, brilliant dermatologist, wrote 196 scientific papers
battle against the dreaded disease and founded and the definitve work, The Clinical and Practical Diagnosis of

Syphilis and Similar

the Society for Moral and
Skin Diseases.

Sanitary Prophylaxis, 1909.
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24 MEDICAL RESEARCH

One patient named Barkington must have been relieved to get the following results from his Wasserman test.
By 1927, several other tests for syphilis had been developed - the most popular being the Kahn precipitation test.

More information on testing is in a following chapter.
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A CURE AT LAST!

1907 - Paul Ehrlich & Sahachiro Hata discover SALVARSAN,
the 606th preparation tested and an arsenical compound;
the age of chemotherapy begins; Ehrlich is awarded the 1908
Nobel Prize in Physiology and Medicine.

Arsenic

Constantin Levaditi later introduced bismuth (Bi) in combination with arsenical compounds;
treatments are lengthy and painful - but are successful; the use of mercury (Hg) still continues.
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24 MEDICAL RESEARCH

With the outbreak of World War I, German patents on

arsenical treatments of syphilis were voided or ignored.

The Dermatological Research Laboratories, a Division
of Abbott Laboratories, produced both Arsenaphine which
was identical to Ehrlich’s original Salvarsan and the less
toxic but similar NeoArsenanaphine.

—

D-R-L
NEOARSPHENAMINE

D-R-L
ARSPHENAMINE

Arsphenamine solutions must be
alkalinized before injection.

Keep in cool place.

NEOARSPHENAM]NE, D:R.L.
is an improved product of low toxicity and high
potency prepared by the Dermatological
Research Laboratories by processes developed
through continuous research for over twenty
years. It is a yellow powder freely soluble in
water at room temperature and conforms with
the requirements and tests prescribed by the
National Institute of Health.

TECHNIC OF PREPARATION

Inspect ampoule and see that the powder is
bright yellow in color and flows freely. To open
the ampoule first file and break off the tip to
admit air. Then roll the tube and tap it slightly
to break up any lumps which may have formed.
File and break off the neck of the ampoule.

Neoarsphenamine should be dissolved in ster-
ile, distilled, cool water. The drug is ordinarily
rapidly soluble. Avoid vigorous shaking, as this
increases the toxicity of the drug. A cloudy
solution should never be injected, as this may
evoke an immediate reaction.

The Synthetic Drug Company of Toronto produced Novarsan (a product similar to NeoArsenaphine).
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Any of the noted Romanian dermatologists and syphilis experts at the left would have prescribed
BIVATOL UCLARSYL
bismuth in soluble oil and manufactured by Laboratorul Farmaceutic LUTETIA of Bucharest
( perforated initial L applied by hand and found in all orientations )
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2.4 MEDICAL RESEARCH

The Dermatological Research Laboratories produced a wide variety of anti-syphilitic drugs including the
traditional arsenicals, arsenicals with bismuth, bismuth compounds, and even several mercury preparations.

Directions for the Use of

Potassium
Bismuth Tartrate

BISMO-CYMOL

(Bismuth and Potassium Tartrate U.S.P.) FOR USE IN
with Butyn : THE TREATMENT OF
SYPHILIS
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2.4 MEDICAL RESEARCH

1928 - Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin. 1943 - Used against syphilis for first time. Since then
penicillin has been the primary cure for syphilis despite the appearance of penicillin resistant strains.
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Exposition de la Penicilline
Watermark Normal Paris 20 - January, 1946

Penicillin is now mass produced in many countries.
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Nobel Laureate Sir Howard Florey assisted greatly in
the development and mass production of the drug.
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2.5 PHYSIOLOGY

Syphilis, if untreated, passes through three distinct stages:

Primary Stage -

Most common symptom is
chancre at the point of

Secondary Stage -

characterized by very
noticeable rash ....

infection; from here the
spirochetes multiply and
spread throughout body.

... similar to smallpox
rash on back of this lad.
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These obvious skin symptoms, plus alopecia of secondary syphilis, led to the intimate involvement of dermatologists
in the diagnosis and treatment of syphilis and of other venereal diseases as evidenced by these cancellations.
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However, in the latent or tertiary stage of syphilis, problems include:
damage to the ... neurosyphilis, general paralysis of the insane, and tabes dorsalis which can lead
heart valves, to confinement in an insane asylum, like the New Norfolk Hospital for the Insane.
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2.5 PHYSIOLOGY

Syphilis can result in death - as evidenced by this autopsy report

The report continues as follows:

Pericardial fluid distinctly turbid.

Pericardium has many petechial hemorrhages through it.

Wall of aorta shows little ridges or furrowed spots, showing that syphilis had produced lesions in the media;
the fibrous tissue had contracted giving the ridged appearance.

Aorta shows anuerism which had produced pressure on the wall of the trachea, burrowed its way through the
trachea wall and ruptured into the lumen of the trachea. Bronchi of the right lung were filled with blood.

This was probably cause of death.

The reverse side has the following note:
Aortic Aneurism Autopsy
/s Robt D. Ferguson




2.5 PHYSIOLOGY

This pamphlet, propduced by the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, explained the course of
the disease, emphasized the need for testing and patience for those undergoing a pre-penicillin cure.
Thousands were distributed to its clients and the general public as part of series on good health.

The Great

Imitator




