1. GONORRHEA

Gonorrhea is the only identifiable infection whose continuous presence has been documented
since the dawn of recorded history. It is also the most common of all the venereal diseases.

1.1 EARLY HISTORY
The Bible provides the following and other early references:
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Genesis 12:17 & 20:17, 18
tell of Sarah who gave the
disease to her husband
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1.1 EARLY HISTORY

Early Assyrian cuneiform
tablets make mention of
the thick and cloudy urine
characteristic of gonorrhea.

Hippocrates (460-337 BC) was familiar with and Gonorrhea - literally flow of seed. Named
wrote of strictures of the urethra from gonorrhea. by Aristotle and made popular by Galen.
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The early Arab physicians, Maimonides, Rhazes, Avicenna and others, were familiar
with and wrote of urethral strictures from gonorrhea and the use of catheters for relief.
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1.1 EARLY HISTORY

Chinese physicians such as Li Shih Chen (1518-1593) could differentiate between syphilis and gonorrhea ...
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Gabriel Soares de Sousa in his 1587 book
DESCRIPTION OF BRASIL recorded that
"The indians have a flow or run that gives

, 1.e., gonorrhea.

them sorrow ...
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... whereas the influential 15th century European
physician Paracelsus taught that gonorrhea was
symptomatic of syphilis.
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The New World also was infected.
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1.2 TREATMENTS

The high incidence of gonorrhea throughout the world led to a
wide variety of questionable treatments and suspicious "cures’.

American Indians used a tea made from bark of some maple trees.
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The bearberry / uva-ursi was a popular European folk cure, and strawberry root tea was used in the Old and New Worlds.
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TREATMENTS

Herbert R. Metat had a variety of wonder cures available to a gullible and desperate public in 1858.

Of particular interest is his Practical Receipt for Curing Gonorrhoea or Clapp.

Type V Stamp
: paying
1 cent Circular Rate ca. 1858




1.2 TREATMENTS

Desperate cures for desperate people.

No postal issues address quack cures for gonorrhea in the manner of American private die proprietary revenue stamps.

H.T. and A.L. Helmbold made their buchu into a popular "cure.'
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Marketed by Demas Barnes and Co., Dr. Marchisi's Uterine Catholicon (cure all) was one of the few

treatments especially for women.

Old Paper Plate Essay on India

.. unless one preferred -
Dr. Cheeseman's Female Regulating Pills
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India Paper on Card Die Proof on India Paper

Tarrant & Co.'s Compound Extract of Cubebs and Copaiba enjoyed popularity as a treatment.

Trial Color Die Proofs on India




1.2 TREATMENTS

Although gonorrhea is not mentioned in the advertisements on these covers,
the American public of the era was well-aware of their intended uses.

.. like Dr. Marchisi’s Uterine Catholicon for the lady in distress in the mid-1850s.

© Wenost A, Markham, M.,
Durham,

Middlesex Co.y




1.2 TREATMENTS
Herbal remedies were popular worldwide and were inexpensive.

Strong diuretics like corn silk tea had their proponents ...
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Medicines and home brews containing sassafras were popular treatments in N. America and Australia.

Sassafras Fork, N.C. ca. 1864 manuscript cancel on turned cover.

HOOD’S Sarsaparilla was a well-

advertised treatment in the Americas.
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A popular treatment in Ayuravedic medicine is a tea
made from the leaves
of Bambusa arundinacea.
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1.2 TREATMENTS

Ladies! A preventative and a cure just for you. ...and note the other diseases it cures.
L




1.2 TREATMENTS

Gentlemen in the late 1880s would find the Gonorrhoeal Apron indispensible while undergoing treatment.
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Automatic Valve Nursing
Bottle Fittings.
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GONORRHEAL APRON.

Combination 1O, A, B, 0.

Gonorrhoeal Apron

Double Weight Letter Phildelphia, PA Jan 13, 1888

‘onorrhoeal

%@Traﬂe D.A.B.D.Mark

pron.

PATENT
APPLIED |
FOR,

NOS. 117 & 119.

No. 100 is the Apron without any suspensory.
No. xx7 is the Apron with a lisle thread suspensory.
No. 1x9 is the Apron with a silk thread suspensory.

D. A. B. D’s are used to keep the clothing and bedding from be-
coming soiled while afflicted with gonorrheea or gleet, and to sup-
rt the testicles, thereby relieving the chords, preventing; much
irritation, and consequent swelling, and assist materially in the cure
of the disease.

DIRECTIONS FOR USE.
1st.—Put a small quantity of absor n in the bottom of
nd.—Pass the g hole B, and buckle belt C
aps D D unde.r each leg, and
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1.2 TREATMENTS

... and just when you think you have seen everything!
Here is a genuine Walter F. Ware Company No. 117 Gonorhoeal Apron and Suspensory Bandage.




1.2 TREATMENTS

Sufferers of gonorrhea in Great Britain might try a potion touted in this Mulready advcrtisi"ng
envelope - DR. ALLISON'S SOLUTION OF COPAIBA,  "... confidently and emestly recommended.

...WITH PERFECT SAFETY...

...a permanent cufe....
in recent or obstinate cases

R ALLISON'S BOLUTION OoF COPA.IBA,
FOR DISEASES OF THE E KIDNEYS,
BLADDER, URETHRA, &c.
THIS celebrated Premtxon contams nei-
ther Resin nor the B: which few
e, in conloqmce of their uabmty
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for the treatment of cases, in |
ha Iun considerable experience.

‘-sm?or;uz POWDERS, 15, per doz, 2. 6d.

Full size copy of
Advertisement on Inside

EDINBURGH ENVELOPE ADVERTISER NO. IV OF NOVEMBER 4, 1840 SOLD FOR 3/4 PENCE

Turn-of-the-century gonorrhea sufferers in New Zealand could consult the backs of their postage stamps to
find that Beecham's PILLS were a cure-all for both sexes.




1.2 TREATMENTS
Victorian era Australians could try any of the following remedies to treat gonorrhea...

A diuretic health tea Warner’s Safe Cure Warner’s Safe Pills  Dr. Smith’s Organic Liquids
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1.2 TREATMENTS

Many women used conventional feminine hygiene products and douches as a prophylaxis and treatment for gonorrhea.

LA LYSINE was popular with colonial French women in North Africa.

Out of fear, desperatxon and i 1gnorance sufferers of ano-rectal gonorrhea tried and relied upon hemoroid treatments

: (like Antirroide) as advertised on the cover.
GYRALDOSE was another feminine hygiene
product that saw multiple uses.

All may have treated the symptoms
but did little for the real problem.




1.2 TREATMENTS

German pharmaceutical firms continued to produce a wide variety of questionable treatments like Gonocystol ...
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1.2 TREATMENTS

Argyrol, a silver protein solution, was an effective
treatment and prophylaxis for gonorrhea as noted
on this printed to private order circular.

Indicium
.7 Reduction




1.2 TREATMENTS

Strange treatments and bad advice were plentiful in an age of quackery...

Flush away your problems with White Sulphur Spring Water ->

or read all about the latest treatments and ‘cures’.

The Cure of Gonorrheea
and Gleet.

Doctor, you know if anybody knows, that human
flesh is weak, and therefore, as long as man is
mortal Gonorrhcea will be with us.

There is no question but that Gonorrhcea is con-

sidered today a more serious disease than it was in
ears %one by. The modern light of pathology has

een thrown upon this germ affection and found it
to be one of man’s most destructive diseases.
Therefore a physician who undertakes to treat a
case of Gonorrhcea assumes a very grave responsi-
bility.

Why not be prepared to treat these cases? Wh
not be able to say that you have a treatment whic
will positively cure? y not be able to give a
treatment which recommends itself? Why not give
them treatment which you will be proud of?

The numerous reports of practitioners from all
arts of the country who have derived ideal results
in the treatment of Gonorrheea and Gleet with our
combination local and internal treatment have
f)rom ted us to bring this subject more prominent-
y to the attention of the profession. -

The prevailing treatments which consist in attack-
ing Gonorrheea only locally—completely ignoring
the secondary and systemic effects of the gonococcus
and also the fact that we have remedies which can
cope with these general or non-local symptoms —are
woefully inadequate in the light of modern medical
teaching and constitute a menace which all con-
scientious doctors should try to avoid.

Another point; the prognosis of Gonorrhcea has
always been treated with more or less indifference
bly physicians, yet to the patient this question is
always of Ereat importance. Any remedy, there-

fore, which can assist you 1 giving a favorable
_prognosis is not to be slighted.

Published by Chicago Pharmacal Co.




1.2 TREATMENTS

A few of the more popular treatments for gonorrhea include...

Pabst’s OKAY
No relation to Pabst Brewing Co.
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Scott’s Santal Pepsin

i

Active ingredient was probably sandalwood oil.

GONOSAN from Ridel & Company
whose active ingredients were East Indian Sandalwood Oil and Kava-Kava resins.
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DOSE: Two capsules between I ;

or immediately after meals, :
with an abundance of water. ™ o w




1.2 TREATMENTS

As evidenced by these wonder-remedies, quackery was alive ... or at least until the passage of the
and well in America at the beginning of the 20® Century ... Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906.

Dr. Kilmer's P&B's Magic Oil Sanmetto ) -
Swamp Root (Sandalwood & Palmetto Berries) Design similar to Hunt’s Remedy
For centuries the only effective treatment was urethral irrigation; then in ....

1881 Crede first used silver nitrate 1892 Janet introduced potassium
to prevent ophthalmia neonatorum. permangenate (KMnQO,) as treatment.
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Silver City, New Mexico (Territory)
AcYCAL was an effective silver-cyanide treatment from Merz & Co.
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1.2 TREATMENTS .
Sufferers of gonorrhea in the Far East might try ...

a Homeopathic remedy from Dr. Khan Chand Dev, a specialist in Social Diseases of both sexes ...

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

15 annas postage on reverse; cancelled Lahore GPO, 27-Feb 1936

.. or PANSEPTIN from S. Nakashima in the Philippines
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ent preparation highly

ble for Gonorrhoeal
~ Infections

Pr. relix Mapa
16 Ledesma 8t., 1loilo

S,. NABASHIMA

411 Reina Regente MANILA P. O. Box 1853

Panseptin, Paranutrin, Multin, Yatoconin, Sinomenine-
Hydrochloride, Urargol, Bio.Tomosan,
Iveton, Brom-Iveton, Kaflose, Neo-Paranutrin,
Pelanin, Forton, Malannin, Pectol,
Shiga’s Antidysentery, Laxatol
. N &




1.3 CURES

Circa 1930 sulfa based drugs such as Vagilan from Deutsche Hydrierwerke Rodleben (Dehydag) and ...
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.. SULFID from Columbus Pharmacal, provided the first safe, quick, effective cure ...

AL LT SVA S E TS T

|
\)* THE CoLumMBuUS PHARMACAL Sn. B R

330 OAK STREET Su LFID

\v’ ~dz»4;-~___;.

i cCoLuMBuS 16, OHID

Clinically Effective 93%
Urinary Tract Infections

/

ﬂﬂR 3’53 ’/3 Jb‘
1 .'_’;‘"’
OH\O pB ME TFI’f(‘—‘

300803

2[5 POSTAGE

.. until new highly resistant strains made them ineffective within 25 years!

PENICILLIN

s

MASS PROD”@E
CRYSTALLINE
PENICILLIN €
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Penicillin became the preferred cure after WWII until resistant strains appeared in the 60s.

"We have made it possible to catch
gonorrhea three times a week,"”
Alexander Fleming
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1.3 CURES

BEYOND PENICILLIN
Erythromycin and newer antibiotics are required to control the ever-evolving gonococci.
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1.4 PHYSIOLOGY  Localized infections can affect both sexes.
Infected fallopian tubes can result in infertility.
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Urethral strictures in males make urination difficult and painful.
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In advanced cases (rare now) almost any organ may be infected. The most common are:
skin joints heart valves
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1.5 TESTING

Although the symptoms of gonorrhea may be obvious to most males, only laboratory testing can confirm
vaginal cases in females and oral or rectal cases in both sexes. Note the special postal rate for “Specimens for
Bacteriological Examination”as detailed in Section 461, Para6, of the then current Postal laws and Regulations.
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